
THE MANY FACES OF AVIAN RESEARCH: BIRDING IN A RIAPRIAN HABITAT 
Led by Birding Expert Chris Johnson 
Saturday, September 15, 2018 / 7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
$50 
 
Join birding expert Chris Johnson for this is opportunity to explore one of the largest remaining riparian 
habitats in Santa Clara County in an area that is typically off limits for the public. The walk will occur 
during peak migration in Central California, so there will be ample opportunity to study and observe 
many migrant and resident species. We will spend time in a variety of different habitats and learn how 
to identify bird species by profile, flight style, behavior, songs, calls, and plumage.  We will also discuss 
the types of avian research being performed by the scientists and volunteers of SFBBO and the many 
opportunities available for people to become involved with SFBBO through citizen science. Participants 
will have a chance to learn about conducting point counts and transect surveys, habitat restoration 
efforts, and bird banding operations.   

Chris Johnson is an experienced birder who leads walks for SFBBO. He has an M.S. in Resource 
Economics from U.C. Davis and is a senior analyst for a firm that specializes in energy efficiency program 
evaluation. Chris has long been interested in nature and the state of the environment and grew up in 
Thailand where he was exposed to some fantastic birding beginning at the age of 10. He has been 
birding in California for over 15 years and leads regular birding trips for the Santa Clara Valley Audubon 
Society. He also volunteers at Ulistac Natural Area for their ongoing bird census. As a birder, he 
especially enjoy songbirds and birding by ear, and he likes to share his love of birding with others and 
draw attention to habitat conservation and environmental causes. 

If you requested a T-Shirt we will give you your shirt on the day of the trip. 

Payment 
Thank you for your payment of $50.00 per ticket. The funds raised help us to continue to apply science 
and outreach to the conservation of birds and their habitats. Our goal this year is to raise $30,000. Your 
support is vital to helping SFBBO reach this goal. SFBBO is a non-profit organization (501c3). Our federal 
identification number is 94-2788588. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowable by law. If 
you requested a T-Shirt, the value of the T-Shirt ($10) is not tax deductible.   

Where to meet: 

San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory 
524 Valley Way, Milpitas, CA 95035 
The group will be meeting at the parking lot. From there, people will caravan through a gate to an area 
near the Coyote Creek Field Station about seven minutes away.  
 
What to bring:  

Participants should bring water, food, hats, sunscreen, and rain protection if necessary. Heavy rain may 
lead to a cancellation.   
 
 

 


