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Jennifer Martin 
President of Helping Hands for GAND 
Session: A Rare Life: The Challenges & Opportunities of GAND 

 
Jennifer is a classical educator and a high school speech and 
debate coach. She is passionate about effective 
communication and nurturing a love of learning in students and 
teachers. Prior to becoming an educator, Jennifer owned her 
own business from 2008-2014 working as a childbirth educator 
and doula. She served as Community Outreach Director for 
Dayton Area Labor Support in Dayton, Ohio, from 2009-2011. 
Jennifer's youngest two children were diagnosed in 2014 with a 
frameshift mutation of the GATAD2B gene. The lack of 
adequate support, resources, and patient education for GAND 
families at that time were major factors in her motivation to 
start a charitable organization in 2015 to serve this rare 

community. Jennifer lives with her husband Chris, an aeronautical engineer and Air 
Force Reservist, and their five children in Alabama. 
 
 

Erin Gaul, MS, CCC-SLP 
Owner and Speech-Language Pathologist at Your Speech Path, LLC 
Session: Effective Communication 

Erin earned her Bachelors in Sociology/Deaf Studies at 
Rosemont College and her Masters in Speech-Language 
Pathology from Gallaudet University, where she concentrated 
in aural (re)habilitation for deaf/hard-of-hearing populations. 
While Erin is a multi-faceted SLP, treating an array of 
populations, her primary areas of focus have evolved and she 
now provides expert, passionate treatment for Childhood 
Apraxia of Speech (CAS) and orofacial myofunctional 
disorders. She has sought out extensive, professional, ongoing 
trainings in Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) with renowned 
speech-language pathologists and experts. 

Erin has worked in early intervention, home care, school, private practice, and hospital 
settings for both pediatric and adult populations. She is PROMPT© Technique, 
Bridging, & Practicum trained and is proficient in American Sign Language (ASL). Erin is 
a member of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) and is 
licensed in the State of Pennsylvania.  
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Taylor Dyer 
Client Services Coordinator for 3 Paws for Ability 
Session: 4 Paws for Ability: Making the Impossible, PAW-sible 
 

Taylor has been a part of the 4 Paws for Ability family for 
almost five years.  She started as a Volunteer Trainer when 
getting involved in Kent State University’s 4 Paws program. 
Kent State University is where she pursued her Bachelor’s 
degree in Human Development and Family Studies with a 
concentration in Child and Youth Development. Since then, 
she has raised two service dogs, her fabulous flunky, and is 
currently raising her fourth service dog in training. Her passion 
for children, dogs, and helping others is what landed her at 4 
Paws in 2021 as the Client Services Coordinator. Taylor gets 
to work with our Volunteer Trainers, Guardian homes, and 

clients. She loves meeting the 4 Paws families and seeing how much these amazing 
service dogs change their lives. Taylor currently lives in Columbus, Ohio with her cat, 
her service dog in training, and her fabulous flunky. 
 
 

Juan Young, PhD 
Neurobiologist and Researcher at University of Miami 
Session: Mice Models Research Update 
 

Juan Young, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor in the Dr. John 
T. Macdonald Foundation Department of Human Genetics and 

Co‐Director of the Center for Molecular Genetics at the John P. 

Hussman Institute for Human Genomics. Young is a 
neurobiologist interested in identifying epigenetic signatures of 
human genetic diseases and in establishing animal models of 
neurological diseases. He has a longstanding interest in 
neurodevelopmental disorders in general and in understanding 
the pathogenesis of Rett Syndrome in particular. His work 

includes the identification of RNA‐related functions of MeCP2, 

mutated in Rett Syndrome and the characterization of cellular 
and mouse models for this disease. 
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Tyler Pierson, MD, PhD 
Clinical Pediatric Neurologist and Researcher at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Sessions: Understand GAND and Human Cellular Models Research Update 

 
Dr. Tyler Pierson did his undergraduate work at the University 
of Texas at Austin. He then attended Baylor College of 
Medicine, where he received his MD and PhD degrees. His 
thesis involved inducible gene therapy. He did his pediatrics 
training at Texas Children’s Hospital and his pediatric 
neurology training at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
specializing in rare neurogenetics disorders. After his 
residency, he joined the Neurogenetics Branch of NINDS at 
the National Institutes of Health and subsequently joined the 
newly developed NIH Undiagnosed Diseases Program. Both of 
these groups specialized in the study of rare neurogenetic 
disorders and utilized new genomics techniques to perform 

large‐scale gene screens in undiagnosed patients. After 

completing his training at the NIH, Dr. Pierson moved to Cedars‐Sinai Medical 

Center in Los Angeles, where he has been funded by the Cedars‐Sinai Fashion 

Industries Guild. Under their sponsorship, he set up the Pediatric Neurogenetics and 

Neuromuscular (NGNM) Clinic and his laboratory in the Cedars‐Sinai Board of 

Governor’s Regenerative Medicine Institute. The NGNM clinic focuses on children 
with undiagnosed or rare neurogenetic disorders, while the laboratory utilizes basic 
science research to better understand these disorders. This research involves the use 
of induced pluripotent stem cells to model these disorders in tissue culture. 
 
 
 


